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The opening of the chapter ‘The Sound of a Pony and Trap’ builds tension and suspense, so 
that readers expect something dark and mysterious to happen in this chapter. 

Step 1: 

Complete the table below to explore how Susan Hill builds tension and suspense in the 
moments leading up to the mysterious sound of the pony and trap.  Remember to focus on 
the techniques she uses rather than explaining the quotes e.g. use of senses, adverbs, 
adjectives, verbs, similes, first person narrator.   

Passage from the 
opening 

Technique used to create 
tension 

Effect on reader 

 

1) ‘Outside, all was 
quiet’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) ‘I began to walk 
briskly across the 
gravel’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) ‘I glanced over my 
shoulder’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) ‘Changes of 
light…can play all 
manner of tricks’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) ‘the extreme 
reaction of Mr 
Jerome to my 
mentioning the 
woman’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eerie atmosphere 

© www.teachit.co.uk 2010 14949 Page 2 of 2 

Passage from the 
opening 

Technique used to create 
tension 

Effect on reader 

 

6) ‘As though it were 
made up of 
millions of live 
fingers that crept 
over me.’ (the mist) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7) ‘Praying to reach 
the house, which 
was farther away 
than I had 
imagined.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2:   

Use the quotations from the table above to create a line graph charting the increasing 
tension in this opening.    

 Label the Y axis from ‘lowest’ to ‘highest’, and the X axis with the numbers from the 
table above (1-7).   Give each axis a title.    

 Plot each of the events from the chart above on your graph to see how the tension 
changes. 

 Join the points together with a line. 

 For each of the points, write one or two words next to them to support the decision you 
made when placing it on the graph. 

Step 3: 

Mini-essay question: How does Susan Hill build tension and suspense in the 
opening of this chapter (the moments leading up to the mysterious sound)? 

Make reference to:  

 use of senses 

 use of verbs,  adjectives and adverbs 

 use of similes 

 use of contrast 

 Mr Jerome’s reaction 

 first person narrator  

 sentence lengths and structures. 

Remember to mention the writer in your response and to use PEE paragraphs. 


