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Jay Gatsby is…

· How would you describe Jay Gatsby from all the information you have gathered so far?
· Make an observation about him. 
· Find an apt quotation that you can embed in this observation
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Jay Gatsby is an enigmatic character. Before he appears in the novel, the reader is furnished with a number of rumours about who he is and what he does. He is described as the ‘cousin of Kaiser Wilhelm’s’, that he ‘killed a man once’, was ‘a German Spy’ and ‘an Oxford man’. Having been a student of Oxford suggests that he is educated, a cousin of a political leader suggests he has powerful connections and being a spy emphasises a mystery often associated with heroes. All of these Romantic allusions create a mysterious image of the eponymous character raising our expectations of the impact he will have on events.








