· Why was the 1920's considered 'the jazz age'?

· How were the 1920's a reaction to world war 1?

· What is considered 'the American dream'?

· Has the American dream changed at all, since the 1920's? How so?

Reading Questions

Once you have familiarised yourself with the context of this novel, the following reading questions will help you to understand the novel.

Chapter 1 Questions

· How is Nick Carraway introduced in the novel? How would you describe him?

· Do you think Nick is going to make a reliable narrator? How do you think his personality and characteristics impact on his ability to narrate this story?

· How does Nick describe Tom and Daisy Buchanan? What imagery is used?

· What does Tom's behaviour tell us about him as a character?

· Describe the first scene at Daisy's house. Why is this important?

· How does Nick describe Jordan? What image is used to describe her? How does Nick react to her?

· Describe the first time Nick sees Gatsby. What is he doing?

· The words 'hope' and 'dream' are used quite often in this chapter. Why do you think Fitzgerald does this? What is their significance?

Chapter 2 Questions

· Describe the situation in which Nick meets Tom's mistress?

· Describe 'the Valley of Ashes'. What do you think Fitzgerald was trying to represent?

· How is New York described?

· Describe Mr. Wilson and Myrtle. How do they both react when Tom arrives?

· Describe the way in which Tom treats Myrtle. What does this add to your perception of Tom's character?

· What does Tom's behaviour show us about his attitude towards women?

· Does your perception of Nick change in this chapter? How can you compare or contrast him to the other characters in the novel?

Chapter 3 Questions

· What rumours have circulated about Gatsby?

· Why do you think Fitzgerald chooses to focus on rumour instead of fact?

· Why do you think Gatsby throws huge, lavish parties for many guests he does not even know?

· What is significant about the names of Gatsby's party guests?

· What is Nick's impression of Gatsby, after meeting him for the first time?

· How is Nick different from the other guests who attend the party?

· How is Gatsby different from the other guests who attend the party?

· What is the significance of 'the owl-eyed' man?

· Does Nick's perception of Jordan change in this chapter? What does Nick learn about her after talking to her?

· Nick describes himself as one of the few honest people he knows? Why does he think this? Do you agree with this description? Is Nick honest or dishonest?

Chapter 4 Question

· What does Gatsby tell Nick about himself and his life?

· Does Nick believe what Gatsby has told him? What do you think about this?

· What role does Meyer Wolfsheim play in the novel? What does Gatsby tell Nick about him? How does Nick react?

· What did Daisy do on her wedding day? What does this reveal about Daisy, as a character?

· Why does Gatsby want to meet with Daisy in Nick's house?

· Why does Gatsby want Daisy to see his house? What does he hope he reaction will be?

· Nick says, "There are only the pursued, the pursuing, the busy and the tired." What does Nick

mean when he says this? What significance does this have to the novel and the characters?

Chapter 5 Questions

· How does the meeting between Gastby and Daisy begin? What is the atmosphere like?

· How has this atmosphere changed when Nick returns?

· How does Gatsby make his money? What is significant about this?

· Why does Gatsby offer Nick work? What does this offer tell us about Gatsby? What does Nick's reaction to this offer tell us about him?

· What is the weather like in this chapter? What is the symbolism of the weather?

· What does the green light symbolise? How is this significant to both Gatsby and Nick?

· Gatsby receives a high volume of phone calls, why is this?

Chapter 6 Questions

· Who is James Gatz and what is his story?

· Was Gatsby truthful when he told Nick about himself and his life?

· Why did James Gatz change his name?

· Why did Daisy dislike Gatsby's party?

· Describe the meeting between Tom and Gatsby.

· How did Gatsby measure success in terms of his parties?

· What does Nick means when he says, “Jay Gatsby sprang from his Platonic conception of himself?”

· Nick told Gatsby that "you can't repeat the past", Gatsby replied, "Why of course you can!" What do you think of this dialogue? Who do you agree with?

· What part of his past is Gatsby trying to recapture?

Chapter 7 Questions

· Who is Trimachio? What is the significance?

· What is Myrtle's reaction when she sees Tom and Jordan?

· Compare and contrast George Wilson and Tom Buchanan. How are they similar and different? What did each man learn in this chapter, and how did they react to this knowledge?

· Describe the fight between Gatsby and Tom?

· Are there any similarities between the two men? What are their differences?

· What is the significance of Nick's 30th birthday?

· How do Nick's feelings towards Jordan change?

· What are Nick's feelings about Gatsby?

· What does Tom mean when he refers to the affair between Daisy and Gatsby as intermarriage?

· Why does Tom insist that Daisy and Gatsby drive home together?

· What do you think Tom and Daisy were talking about, in the kitchen?

· Do you think Tom had any feelings of what was going to happen? Do you think he would have reacted differently if he knew?

Chapter 8 Questions

· Describe the mood at the beginning of this chapter? What do you think Fitzgerald was trying to achieve?

· What are the significance of the seasons in this novel?

· Who is Dan Cody? How does he relate to Gatsby?

· What does Dan Cody tell us about the 1920s and America? What is his significance?

Chapter 9 Questions

· How is Gatsby’s death explained by the press?

· Why does Nick take charge of Gatsby's funeral arrangements?

· Who attended Gatsby's funeral? How does this compare and contrast with his parties? Is this significant?

· How does Nick react to the phone call revealing Gatsby’s criminal activities?

· Describe Gatsby's childhood. Does this reflect on his attitude and behaviour as an adult?

· Nick describes Daisy and Tom as 'careless people'. What does he mean by this?

Post Reading Questions

· What is the significance of the title, The Great Gatsby? Why does Nick think Gatsby is great?

· Do you think Nick and Gatsby more similar than Nick would like to admit?

· Would you say there are heroes and villains in this novel? Explain.

· How is weather used to reflect mood in this novel? Why do you think Fitzgerald does this?

· How is gender represented in this novel?

· How does the voice of the narrator change throughout this novel?

· Who was driving when Myrtle was killed? Can Nick be sure he is correct? Can we be sure? Do you think we are supposed to know for sure? Does it matter?

· List the symbolism Fitzgerald uses in this novel. How is this important?

· What are the significance of dreams?

· It can be argued that this novel shows us how the American dream is corrupted by greed and a desire for wealth. Explain how this is shown in the novel? How does Gatsby represent this?

· How does Fitzgerald view 'the American dream'?

· Discuss how this novel reflects the jazz age?

· In this novel, there is a distinct class structure. Tom and Daisy are an established part of the upper class where as Gatsby is considered 'nouveau' rich. Why is this so? What comment is this novel making on class structure?



Read more at Suite101: Study questions for The Great Gatsby http://www.suite101.com/content/study-questions-for-the-great-gatsby-a321374#ixzz1AiHbzdNh
