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Alliteration 

This is the repetition of the same 

consonant sound or letter at the 

beginning of words e.g. ‘flowing flakes 

that flock’. 

Ambiguity 

Where a phrase or word can be 

interpreted two or more ways. 

Assonance 

This is where vowel sounds are repeated 

but consonants may be different e.g. 

‘while I pondered weak and weary’. 

Autobiographical 

Describing something from personal 

experience about the writer’s life. 

Blank verse 

Poetry written in iambic pentameter but 

not rhyming. 

Caesura 

A pause in a line of poetry for effect e.g. 

the full stop on ‘Over the drifted stream.  

My father spins’. 

Colloquial 

Sounding like every day spoken language 

e.g. ‘with your pals’. 

 

 

Consonance 

When a consonant sound is repeated in 

nearby words e.g. ‘m’ sound in ‘numb as 

a smashed arm’. 

Dialect 

A version of language spoken by people 

from a certain place or background.  It 

might include different words or phrases 

such as ‘what happens to de Caribs’. 

Dramatic monologue 

Poetry written in the voice of a single 

speaker such as in ‘Porphyria’s Lover’ or 

‘My Last Duchess’. 

Ellipsis 

A series of dots indicating a pause. In 

‘Mother, Any Distance’, an ellipsis 

suggests the tape measure is being 

stretched out. 

 

Emotive 

Something that makes you feel a certain 

emotion. 
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Empathy 

Understanding what someone else is 

feeling and/or experiencing. 

End-stopping 

When a line of poetry finishes with the 

end of a phrase or sentence.  

Enjambment 

When a phrase or sentence runs from one 

line or stanza to the next. 

First person 

When the writing is about the writer or 

his group using words like ‘I’, ‘We’, ‘my’ 

and ‘our’.  

Form 

The type of poem, e.g. a sonnet or 

ballad, usually describing aspects such as 

the number of lines, rhyme patterns and 

rhythm. 

Free verse 

Poetry that has no regular rhythm or line 

length and doesn’t rhyme. 

Half-rhymes 

Where words have similar but not 

identical sounds such as ‘crisp’ and 

‘grasp’. 

Hyperbole 

Exaggeration used to emphasise a point. 

Homonyms 

Words that are written and spelt the same 

but have different meanings e.g. ‘tissue’. 

Iambic pentameter 

Poetry with lines of ten syllables, 

alternating unstressed then stressed 

syllables. ‘My Last Duchess’ is in iambic 

pentameter. 

Iambic tetrameter 

Lines of eight syllables, alternating 

unstressed then stressed syllables: ‘Three 

summers since I chose a maid’. 

Imagery 

Language that conjures up a picture in 

your mind. This can include metaphors, 

similes and personification. 
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In media res 

Where the story/narrative starts in the 

middle of the action e.g. in ‘Bayonet 

Charge’. 

Internal rhyme 

When two or more words in the same line 

rhyme e.g. ‘tears between the bath and 

pre-lunch beers’. 

Irony 

Words are used to imply the opposite to 

their normal meaning.  It can be to 

highlight the difference between what is 

expected and what will actually happen. 

Juxtaposition 

When two events, characters, or 

descriptions are close to each other which 

encourages the reader to compare them. 

Language 

The choice of words used which will have 

different effects on the reader. 

Metaphor 

A way of describing something by saying it 

is something else e.g. ‘the loose silver of 

whitebait’. 

Layout 

The way a poem is presented on the page 

e.g. line length and stanzas. 

Metre 

The arrangement of stressed and 

unstressed syllables to create rhythm in a 

line of poetry. 

Mood 

How the poem feels: humorous, 

threatening or eerie for example. 

Narrative 

Where the writing tells a story e.g. 

‘Winter Swans’. 

Onomatopoeia 

A word that sounds like the thing it’s 

describing e.g. ‘clicking’ and ‘pluck’. 

Oral poetry 

Poetry intended to be read aloud. 
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Oxymoron 

A phrase which contradicts itself 

e.g. ‘bitter sweet’. 

 

Pathetic fallacy 

Attributing human emotions to objects or 

nature e.g. a ‘sullen wind’ in ‘Porphyria’s 

Lover’. 

Personification 

Attributing human qualities, actions 

and/or feelings to non-living things e.g. 

‘city hides behind me.’  

Petrarchan sonnet 

A sonnet with rhyme scheme ABBA ABBA 

CD CD CD.  The first eight lines introduce 

a ‘problem’ and the last six suggest a 

‘solution’. 

Phonetic spellings 

When words are spelt as they sound 

rather than formally e.g. ‘de’ for ‘the’ in 

dialect. 

Plosive 

A short burst of sound when words begin 

with ‘b’, ‘d’, ‘g’, ‘k’, ‘p’ or ‘t’. 

Rhetoric 

Language used to persuade. 

 

Rhetorical questions 

A question used to make a point rather 

than expecting an answer. 

Rhyme scheme 

A pattern of rhyming lines. If the first and 

third lines rhyme, and second and fourth, 

it will be ABAB for example. 

Rhyming couplet 

A pair of rhyming lines next to each 

other. 

Rhyming triplet 

Three rhyming lines next to each other. 

Rhythm 

A pattern of sounds made from the 

arrangement of stressed and unstressed 

syllables. 
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Sibilance 

The repetition of ‘s’ and ‘sh’ sounds e.g. 

‘sentries whisper, curious, nervous’. 

Simile 

A way of describing something by 

comparing it to something else, usually 

using the word ‘like’ or ‘as’. 

 

 

Sonnet 

A fourteen-line poem usually with a 

strong rhyme scheme and often a love 

poem.  When it is not a love poem it may 

be ironic. 

Stanza 

A group of lines in a poem. 

Structure 

How the ideas and events develop 

throughout the poem: at the beginning, in 

the main body and at the end. 

Syllable 

One unit of sound e.g. ‘all’ has one of 

these whereas ‘anyway’ has three. 

Symbolism 

This is where an object stands for 

something else such as a statue standing 

for human power or a dove standing for 

peace. 

Syntax 

Arrangement of words to make sense. 

Third person 

This is when the writing is about a 

character other than the author and uses 

words like ‘he’, ‘she’ and ‘it’. 

Tone 

The mood or feelings suggested by the 

manner of writing e.g. confident or 

thoughtful. 

Voice 

The speaker of the poem: either the poet 

or the character in which the poet is 

speaking. 

Volta 

A turning point in the poem where the 

tone or argument changes dramatically. 
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Teaching notes 

Instructions for playing the game 

1. Cut the terms into cards and laminate if possible.  You will need enough sets of 

cards for however many groups of three or four students you have in your class. 

2. Create packs of cards with elastic bands being careful to shuffle the packs. 

3. Give one pack to a student in each group. 

4. Instruct the holder of the cards to read out the descriptions/definitions to 

members of his/her group without mentioning the term.  The first person to 

identify the term wins the card. A card with a term that is not recognised goes 

into the middle. After the holder of the cards has read three of them, he/she 

passes the cards on to the next group member. 

5. The game ends when all the cards have been either won or the time is up, and 

the winner is the person who has won the most cards. 

 

 

 


